
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




Godfrey Lowell CABOT SCIENCE LIBRARY 

oftht Haroard Coiltge Library 



This book is 

FRAGILE 

and circulates only with permission. 

Please handle with care 

and consult a staff member 

before photocopying-. 




Thanks for your help in preserving 
Harvard's library collections. 



AN ADDRESS 



TO TVS 



INHABITANTS OF RHODE-ISLAND, 



ON TBB SUBJECT OT TBEtR 



COAL MINES. 



NEW-YORK!: 

X. sEracouR, printer, 49 johx-strset. 

182$. 



mmsssm 



AN ADDRESS 



TO THB 2 

I 



INHABITANTS OF RHODE-ISLAND, 



ON THE SUBJECT OF THEIR 



COAL MINES. 



^ NEW-YORK: 



J. SETM0T7R, PRINTER, 49 JOHN-STREET. 

1825. 






(f 



/ ;"■ ''' _jt 



HARVARD 

UNtVERSITY 

LIBRARY 



AN ADDRESS, &c. 



To the Citizens of Rhode-Island, and particularly to the In- 
habitants of the Tovm of Portsmouth^ and the Proprietors of 
lands situated within the Coal District in that tovm. 

Gentlemen, 

The individual from whom this address immediately 
proceeds^ has chosen this mode of communicating with you 
after long deliberation: there was no convenient time or. 
place of meeting you collectively : ii^dividual communications 
are difficult and dilatory : other iduties require the time 
which would be spent, if not wasted in that mode of negotia- 
tion, and the delay which would be incident to it, would 
probably defeat the projected enterprise : besides, the ad- 
dress is made not only to your patriotism and public spirit, 
but to your individual interests, and to your sober reason ; and 
it is therefore most fitting that it be placed before you in a 
form in which it can be clearly apprehended, and deliberately 
weighed. 

The project is to resuscitate the coal mines of Rhode- 
Island, and to put them into immediate and increased opera- 
tion. This is the first object, and it is intended that, if possi- 
ble, it shall be accomplished, at least in part, during the 
present season. The next object is intimately connected 
with, and consequent upon the success of the former. It is 
the establishment of extensive manufactories, and especially 
in iron, upon tlys Island. 

Having thus proceeded directly to state the proposed ob- 
ject, it will be useful before farther considering it, to take a 
general view of the position and interests of this portion of 
the country. 

A course of things has long been going on, tending to the 
depression of the Atlantic sections of the. Union, of which 
most of you must have perceived the operation, and all must 
have felt the efiects. The opening of new and easy modes of 



communication with the vast regions of the interior has 
brought the immense products of their cheap lands and rich 
soils into immediate competition with you in your own markets. 
The teeming fertility of the west oppresses and overpowers 
you : nor is there any prospect of a termination to this pro- 
cess. On the contrary, every year, it might almost be said 
every month, adds to its ratio of increase. Ohio has already 
obtained funds for the construction of her canal, and the 
price of your agricultural products must be reduced to the 
level of hers ; as it has already been to that of the western 
parts of the State of New- York. You cannot withstand this 
competition : as an agricultural section of the country, you 
cannot preserve your relative importance. It is not for us to 
complain of this state of things : it is the operation of nature, 
and of a beneficent Providence which liberally difiuses its 
blessings to all — equal blessings, but of different kinds. Your 
best interests require that aU delusions should be dissipated ; 
that you should regard your situation as it really is. It 
is only when the wound has been thoroughly probed, that the 
proper application can be made for a cure. Is it not then 
true that the course of things above described has been going 
on, and that its injurious effect on your prosperity ** has 
increased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished f ^' Can 
you with the same ease as formerly, discharge pecuniary 
obligations, and obtain the same command of tlie comforts 
and luxuries of life? Instead of increasing- and flourishing 
in a country where almost every thing increases and flourishes 
beyond former example, can you do more than preserve your 
actual population f can you do any thing like preserving 
your relative importance ? Your lands are indeed held at 
high prices ; but are not those prices chiefly nominal, and the 
mere image of their former value f Would they stand the test 
of a compulsory sale f or can any sales be effected at the re- 
quired prices ? Above all, do they, as they once did, furnish 
a solid provision, which, with satisfaction to yourselves, you 
can leave behind you for the support and maintenance of 
your families ? This view of the case is put before you by a 



sincere friend, who appreciates your advantages as highly as 
it is possible for any one to do who is not a native of your 
Island. These advantages are indeed great, and if properly 
appreciated and turned to the best account, would produce 
results that would probably astonish us all. The sun 
scarcely shines on a more beautiful or attractive spot, than 
the island of Rhode-Island. There is certainly nothing to 
compare with it on the whole Atlantic coast of the United 
States. It is washed on both sides by navigable waters, and 
the ocean liberally offers up her treasures for the sustenance 
and luxury of its inhabitants. It is beautiful to the eye : its 
climate is attempered with a felicity singular in any part of 
the world, and probably unparalleled in this : its soil is 
fertile : it is centrally situated, and in the immediate vicinity 
of great capitals, and within, perhaps, the best harbour in 
the United States. In addition to all this, and what, if not 
above it all, must give to the whole its full value and effect, 
this little Island possesses within herself subterranean trea- 
sures which are known to be great, but whose extent is 
hitherto unexplored. This singular concurrence of favoura- 
ble circumstances must have been designed by Providence for 
the good of the inhabitants of this place, and it imposes on 
them the duty — it ought also to be their pride and pleasure — 
of understanding the position in which they are placed ; of 
acting in conformity with it ; and in short, of fulfilling, and 
not baffling their destiny. All great results require enlarged 
views and liberal conduct. Narrow minds are not fitted to 
great interests. The writer does believe — all the experience 
he has hitherto had, has taught him to believe — that the 
enlightened body which he has the honour to address will 
understand how deeply their interests, and the interests of 
this whole community are involved in the present project, and 
that the narrow-minded calculations of selfish individuals 
will not be suffered to thwart a design so obviously calculated 
to promote the public goodJ If the writer prove mistaken in 
this opinion, yours will be the misfortune. 



All those who are in the habit of observing the signs of the 
times, must have remarked that jtliere are now indications of 
a state of things to which there has hitherto been no parallel. 
It seems emphatically a crisis, and the words of the poet were 
never more applicable — 

<< There is a tide in the affairs of men, 
Which, taken at tlie flood, leads on to fortune ; 
Omitted, ail the rest of life, abounds 
In ^hallows and in miseries.^ 

The long peace and prosperity with which Divine Provi- 
dence has blessed the world since it recovered from the calami- 
ties of the late wars, have had the effect not only of increas- 
ing capital to an immense degree, but the increase has been 
of such a nature as to place this capital in large and dis- 
posable masses. This feature of the times is peculiarly re- 
markable. If the expression may be allowed, capital was 
never in any degree so portable as at present. It has in- 
creased in such hands and in such places, that it cannot 
always find profitable employment at home, and it seeks a 
location in any distant situation which affords a probability 
of a profitable return. If any doubt this, let them inform us 
whether there was ever before a period when, as now, the 
capital of London, after having extended her own dimensions 
beyond former experience, was extensively employed in en- 
Ifwging and beautifying her rival Paris : whether at any 
former period English funds, after having been profusely 
scattered over various parts of the continent of Europe, to 
stimulate industry^ and increase production, have been trans- 
ferred in large masses to the distant and half-explored wilds 
of South America, there to call forth powers and resources 
which for centuries have lain dead and inactive. 

The same course of things, and in no ^considerable de- 
gree, is going on nearer home. The immense start which 
the prosperity of New-York has recently experienced was not 
wholly the effect of her own unassisted resources ; and even 



to go back a little further, it may well be asked, what wonld 
have been her situation now, compared with what it is^ had 
she rejected the foreign capital which aided the constrvctioii 
of her magnificent canals f Her success has enabled her to 
extend similar favours to her neighbours, and Ohio, with hfft 
aid, is now following her example, and may well stnticipafe 
similar success* 

These views and considerations may at first s^m retndte 
from the present subject, but to the reflecting mind they will 
be found pertinent. They show that there is now an op- 
portunity, which has never before existed — certainly not 'CO 
any similar extent — of locating foreign capital in this place. 
Other circumstances must be taken ' hito consideration ' to 
show the expediency of not omitting *btit availing yourselves 
of the present favourable opportunity. ' In the first place, 
who can insure the continuance of the ptesent une^atnpkd 
state of things? The first blast of war would utterly overclottd 
and destroy all this beautiful prospect. Any general cialami- 
ty, proceeding from whatever cause, would ptx>duc^ the same 
effect; and, paradoxical as it may se^m, increased prosperity 
itself might tend to delay, if not defdat, the accomplishment of 
your prospects. As before suggested, one of the reasdns 
why capital is so easily obtained, is the difficulty » which 
capitalists experience of deriving a sufficient revenue from it. 
If the profits of business should increase, that difficulty would 
be obviated, and the inducement of capitalists to hazard 
their money in new and distant operations, would evidently be 
diminished. In whatever way it is regarded, therefore, there 
is no certainty, nor any great probability, of the long con- 
tinuance of the present extraordinary state of things, in vdjich 
money goes about seeking employment, and begging for a 
master. 

But there are other and more urgent considerations to show 
that upon this subject it is necessary to decide with promptness, 
and to act with energy. The attention of our countrymen 
is every where Jirected to the development of tb^ falternal 
l^psources of the country. This is the characteristic of the 
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kge, and too notorious to require comment or explanation* 
A large portion of this general spirit has been infused into the 
neighbouring States of Massachusetts, Connecticut, New- 
York, and Pennsylvania, and more especially into the two 
latter. Among the various subjects of attention, none has 
excited, or does excite greater interest than this of coal. Coal 
is known to exist in abundance in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
and a canal is projected to carry it to Providence. Constant 
efforts have been made to discover coal on the banks of the 
Hudson. Coal has recently been discovered there, but in 
what quantities is not yet ascertained ; but within the know- 
ledge of the writer, a gentleman of capital and enterprise is 
now employed in making the requisite investigation. Coal 
exists in immense quantities in the interior of Pennsylvania, 
on the branches of the Delaware, the Schuylkill, and Susque* 
faannah ; and die legislatures of the States of New-York and 
Pennsylvania — ^rivals in every tiling else— co-operate in their 
efforts to introduce this coal into their respective capitals. 
They have legislated in unison with each other for the 
purpose of giving every facility to its conveyance by canals 
and otherwise. The information of the writer does not 
enable him to state in detail the efforts which have been 
made on this subject in Pennsylvania. The Lehigh Coal 
Company is in operation there, and probably several others. 
In New-York there are at least three incorporated companies 
with this object, aiidP all with large capitals. The capital of 
one of them was recently increased to a million and a half of 
dollars. 

It is probable that but a small portion of the amount of 
these stocks is yet paid in. Whenever this shall have been 
the case — ^when these capitals and other capitals shall have 
been fully invested in canals and otherwise, for the purpose 
of bringing cqal to market, the interests thus excited will be 
rival if not adverse to yours ; they may absorb the fiinds now 
offered for your use ; and if, by the precedence of their ope- 
rations, tiiey. obtain the public confidence, and get firmly 
established, they will delay your advancement, and possiblj)^ 
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defeat it for ever. During the present season great efforts 
will be made, and large sums expended in the prosecution of 
the project of completing the navigation from the Lackawax* 
en and Delaware to the Hudson ; and if you witness these 
.efforts without any exertion on your part, it is but reasonable 
to suppose that the anticipation of Governor Clinton will be 
realized 5 viz. that " the city of New- York will require 120,000 
tons of this coal, and the consumption on the borders of the 
Hudson, and in: the Eastern StaieSy may be set down at 
60,000 tons more."* Hear this, men of Rhode-Island! 
Tou who have coal beneath your feet — and not very far - 
beneath them. You are calculated upon as consumers of the 
Lackawaxen coal, after having been borne for hundreds of 
miles on the waters of Pennsylvania and New-York, and 
paid tribute to their canals. If you will consent to this, it is 
to be presumed that you will have no objection to send to 
Pittsburgh for your iron castings. 

It would be worse than useless to assert, that those who are 
now ready to offer their capital for investment on this Island, 
are not actuated with a view to their own interest. They 
certainly are ; but then it is a pleasure to them to believe that 
their interests and yours coincide, and that in the prosecution 
of both, the resources of our country would be developed, 
and its prosperity increased. 

If any thing is to be done, no time should be lost. The 
season is rapidly advancing, and to suffer it to pass without 
taking some effectual measures would be dangerous, and 
might be fatal to the project. 

Where the interests of parties are not inconsistent, when 
there is intelligence on both sides, and their intentions are 
mutuafly fair, nothing facilitates negotiations so much, as a 
frank and explicit avowal of their mutual views and objects. 
In this conviction, the writer will state fully the situation aiul 
designs of those who are willing to adventure theur property in 

* Mr. Clinton^s letter to Mr. Cantine. the. 4th 1893. 
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this enterprise, notwithstanding the disnstrbus fatfe of former 
efforts. 

In the first place, they trill profit by former experience. 
They know the disadvantages as well as the advantages 
attendant on their enterprise. They know that their com- 
petitors in New-York and Pennsylvania have some advanta- 
ges over them, in the facility with which coal can be obtained 
from the mines. They know that the owners of land on 
Rhode-Island will not give them the land for the sake of 
encouraging the project, as is often done in other States ; 
and if to facilitate. their object, a canal is necessary, that 
they must bargain and pay for the land, instead of being 
enabled to take it by a compulsory process, as would 
be done in New-York or Pennsylvania. AU this they 
anticipate, and are wilfing to submit to. They believe 
that the natural advantages of this situation are such as to 
enable them to pay a full compensation for the privilege of 
taking the coal, and are in some instances, a (kit price for 
the land itself; but more than this they cannot do. They 
anticipate the approbation and good wishes of the inhabitants 
and proprietors, and their cordial and liberal eo-operation. 
If they meet these, there is no reason why, with the blesshig 
of Providence, this project should not succeed to the great 
benefit of the present generation, and to tlie great and in- 
creasing benefit of their posterity. But if they do not meet 
with this co-operation, success is hopeless, and they must and 
will abandon the design, and turn their attention to some 
other quarter where the value of such improvements is better 
appreciated. On this subject it is perhaps proper to be 
perfectly explicit. No incorporated company can hope to 
succeed, without securing an ample field for their operations. 
It is necessary that they should be able to ascertain before 
hand, that the requisite lands, or the privilege of extracting 
coal from them can be obtained, and at reasonable prices. 
To be stopped while following a vein of coal, by arriving 
at the limit of an estate which they could not obtain at all, 
jQT hut at an exorbitant price^ would be fatal. The present 
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projectors cannot in prudence encdimtei that risk. Before 
they obtain the requisite assurances against it, they will 
forbear sa placing their funds, that tfaey cannot withdraw 
them without any considerable loss. Former experience 
has taught them the necessity of this. A preliminary ques- 
tion must therefore be first settled by the proprietors of the 
land, which are requisite for these operations.. If they ave 
willing to encourage and patronise this enter[Nrise, so lar as 
they can do it without any detriment to themselves, but with^ 
out a speculative rise in the value of their lands, founded on 
these very operations, a corresponding disposition will be 
evinced by capitalists, and any funds which circumstances: 
nmy require,, will be immediately furnished ; but if this dis- 
position is not evinced by the proprietors^ the attempt cannot 
succeed, and may not be made. Your interests, as well as 
those whose capital is to be by theip adventured for thdr 
and your benefit, require that this course be pursued* 
No solid and permanently beneficial investment can be made, 
if it be oppressed with a heavy burthen of this kind, and its 
active capital be absorbed in unproductive real estate^ 
Under such circumstances there eould be no Cw competitioji. 
with our neighbours of the West, where the lands are either 
given, or sold from one to fi)ur dollars the aci>e> TbiSj how* 
ever, is apoint on which argument ia unnecessary.. It is enough 
simply to state, that the project cannpt be undertaken, unless, 
the necessary lands, or the right to extract ooal from them, 
can be obtained at reasonable prices. The Feal and fair 
value of land^ on this Island, is a sufficient, obstacle to the 
enilerprise : it will not be$gr tlie fiirtber burthen of any exces- 
sive demand. 

The writer is fully sensible that cmtracts afiecting. 
freeholds, are not light matters, to be hastily or thought- 
lessly concluded: but the question presented is not one 
of a dpubjtful or difficult nature, or whose bearings 
Qannpt at once be perceived. It is respectfiiUy suggest- 
ed, that the benefit to the proprietor is clear and une- 
quiyocal, and this benefit may be wholly defeated, or at 
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least essentially retarded by the loss of time. After making 
these remarks, which are deemed necessary to a full explana^ 
tion of the subject, it is but fair to add, that so far from any 
ground of compliunt, the writer has found a liberal and en*> 
lightened view of this subject prevalent among those with 
whom he has conversed ; and he doubts not that when the 
subject is understood, the same enlarged sentiments wffli per- 
vade the whole State, and it is respectfully presumed, will be 
found to actuate the legislature, whose aid it will be neces-* 
sary to solicit. 

Notwithstanding the losses and misfortunes of the Qhode-^ 
Island Coal Company, its establishment will materially fa^ 
cilitate the present enterprise^ Its experience and the infor- 
mation which can be obtained through its medium, and from 
those who were connected with it, are highly valuable^ Be^ 
sides, it is an existing institution, in which are vested extensive 
and valuable rights of extracting coal from the lands cou- 
tignotts to the mines. 

It is to be understood that the new projectors have formed 
an entire coalition with the old company, which is still to foe 
continued. The danger of competition, and the ruinous 
prices of lands consequent thereon, will therefore be avoided. 
It is also confidently hoped that former experience will en-^ 
able the present company to avoid another error which would 
l>e equally fatal ; that of unskilful management and lavish 
expenditure. The present design is to avail ourselves, of the 
best ligKts of science, and of all the aid which the present 
state of the arts can affords For this purpose it is intended, 
(unless the whole project fails^for want of co-operation,) to 
send a proper agent to England or Wales. In these coun- 
tries, and especially in the latter, it is understood that mines 
of coal of the same description with the Rhode-Island coal 
have recently been brought into operation to the great 
benefit of the proprietors, and to the country at large. TI e 
present intention is to induce one or more scientific 3nd practical 
men from England or Wales,, with a sufficient gang of ex- 
perienced miners, to reviove to this {alapd ; first to put the 
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mines into complete operation in tlie most approved modes, 
and with the aid of the best machinery — ^and then to farm 
them out upon sncb principles as experience may show to be 
equitablie, engaging to pay to the contractors stipuUted prices 
for every ton or chaldron of coal delivcared at the month 
of the pits, and which prices will probably be graduated 
according to the quality of the coal. 

In regard to manufactures, it is intended that they shall 
be ^xt^sive, and they will probably be chiefly in iron. 
Many plans have been suggested, but none are sufficiently 
developed to be presented to the public, much less to be 
adopted. 

Of the abundance of fuel there can be no doubt ; and 
former experience clearly shows, that the refuse coal which is 
unsaleable in the market, and is otherwise useless, will 
perfectly answer every purpose connected with steam-engines. 
Steam power can therefore be had at the cheapest rate, indeed 
scarcely at any expense, except that of the engines themselves, 
ibr it will rather be cfesirable to remove the refose coaL Let 
any man reflect on the miracles which have already been 
wrought by steam power ; how incalculably it has improved 
and increased the powers of production, and what energy and. 
extension it has ^ven .to various branches of manufacture, 
and above all, how rapidly its powers are now unfolding, as 
if the invention itself were yet in iti^isfency. ; and he may 
form some conception what, may be. the results of this power 
in a place where every thing co-operates to give it ^ciency ; 
where there is no stint of fuel, and where the best navigation 
furnishes every facility to bring the raw material, and to ex- 
port the manufactured product. It has been already stated, 
that no definite project is formed. There are many individu* 
als who believe that iron ore of good quality may be found 
in abundance in the vicinity of the mines. If this prove 
otherwise, it is^ not too much to anticipate, that iron ore which 
is found abundantly in the Chesapeake, in New-Jersey, and in 
Maine^ may here be converted into rail««ways, and again ex* 
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ported ta facilitate the commuiiiicadoBS of le^t^ favoured pajrtt 
6f the country. 

It is, however, proper to guaicd ^aiost too ^isa^goine ex* 
pectations, which kad first to rashness, precipitapcy and ex^ 
travagance ; aikl terminate in disapppintment, imbecility and 
faihure. There is: no lamp of Alddin to show ibe way to 
subterranean hoards of wealth. Labour, aided by experi* 
ence, skill, and capital, is the best^ if not the only foundation 
of national prosperity. Fortunate, occurrences may happen 
to an individual, but scarcely to a community^ 

However flattering appearances may be, this is, after all, 
but a project ; and a project which requires that with energy 
and decision must be combined the utmost deliberation, 
skill, and prudence. It is not a case in which success is to 
be the result of a brilliant dash. We must &el our way step> 
by step. Gr^at objects are to be accomplished^ and great 
capital;, and gre^t skill to be contended with. A due regard 
to the interests of those whose property is adventured, will 
require a cautiou& and progressive mode of proceeding. 
It will be necessary that the capital of the present Rhode- 
Island Coal Company be augmented, but it is not intended, 
that but a small portion of the increased capital shall be 
called in, taking such security for the residue as will insure its 
forthcoming When requidte. 

The effects to resultfi^m the success of this project cannot 
be estimated^ but it may readily be imagined that they will 
not be trivial. If this coal serves no other purpose than that 
of domesticvfnel, some idea of the magnitude of the object 
may be formed by any one who reflects that in ordinary fami^ 
lies, the expense of fuel exceeds that of bread. Its most 
brilliant success may however be anticipated, from its appli^ 
cation to manufactures. If a. single thing were to be mesi* 
tionec} as the basis of that wealth and prosperity which have 
made England the admiration of the world, there is none 
that could be selected with greater propriety than her coal 
mines : compared to these, mines of gold and silver haye pro-^ 
duced but poverty and wretchedness. It is* not that coal, 
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buried beneath tbe Mcks mHer tbe siirftece %f Uife variliv % >of 
itself wealth or vaimEble property, but k 4», i9At ft tifflbnis 
onployn^ent, and sthnulates aind re^aiHk flkiil anfd Mhftlirj^. 

It is not mtended to eiteite any bigfa'-wrongIA exj^StadldiM. 
The advantages which may resnk fi^enh ^its eMtikf^Mi^ 
will be gi^adnally and sleidy developed^ Wfaa^eVet Hkf^ 
awy be, they will afibet the whdle ebnminnity^ but tivd^it 
espedally those who are in tiie immediate minity %f tfke 
intended operations. If any of the inhabitants of BhoAr- 
Island #ish to paa-tic i pal e in the atdventtore^ a fiur opportiHiity 
ileiU be cheerftdly horded them. 

It ittay not be anu^rs, ill concinsieai, briefly to allude te sdliffe 
of tbe drctimiMances to which the hope of success is landed. 
CoiBtl h( «b be fonnd in Rhode-Mand in great abnhdaitee. 
tis ^afity is good, and for some put|>o8es not surpassed if 
^'(^alfed by any other. It is of various kindft^ and in the 
%pinioin of the wri«N', ikie best quality is^ even feir die pikrpose 
df domestic fiiel, superior to the Lehigh ccml in ^very respect, 
etteptSng only bleauty of appearance. The best Rhode- 
iklaind coal ignites rather more easily, and bums with a great 
iteal more flame than the Lehigh. The prejudice which 
Vft^ally forms an obstacle to new undertakihga^ and which 
formerly prevented the introduction of this coal Itito general 
use, will soon be dissipated. The Lehigh and Schuylkil 
cdak have pioneered die way. They,ajne of the same gene- 
ral character, mtd the improved modes which have been 
invented, and the experience which has been acquired in the 
consttttiptioli of these descriptions of coal, will greatly facili- 
tate the introducticm and use of Rhode-Islahd coal. What- 
ever fticilittes dkiU and capital may ^ve in the transporta- 
ti(Mi bf coal from the interior of the country to the Atlantic, it 
must be obvioui thiit they can never cdunterbalance the ad- 
vantages ot youif Inekl situation, and which theire is no need 
that a stranger should point out to you. In one portion of 
. your Island the veins of coal approach the surface of the earth, 
and the coal is to be obtained without any diiGculty which 
capital, skill, and labour may not easily overcome. The 
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toeks in which the coal is imbeikled) and vhiefa at Urii sftem 
so formidable, in some respects facilitate the work, for they 
serve as natural roofs to the subterranean vaults. From one 
side of the Island to the other, its surface is so beautifully 
tiused and rounded, that it is scarcely possible that any situa^ 
tion can be better adapted to the construction of rail-ways. 
On whatever part of the Island a shaft may be sunk, the coal 
inay be placed on board vessels to carry it abroad at an ex* 
jpehse merely trifling. 

Many other considerations of a similar nature, all tending 
to magnify the importance of this subject, have occurred to 
the mind of the writer, and will probably suggest themselves 
to an who may take an interest in this subject. But it is 
respectfolly presumed 4hat this is unnecessary. The Object 
is to lay before you a few. plain truths and leading considera- 
tions, and not to excite the imagination by suggesting siehemes 
whicir though brilliant and even plaus^le, may prove to be im- 
aginary. The question pr6poised to you is dir^t and simple, 
9iDd there can be little doubt what answer it will receive. Will 
yoir permit others to invest their property among you with the 
hope of ptrofit in a case, where, from the very nature of the en- 
ta^Mrise, you will derive great and permanent benefit from sue** 
cess ? Will you patronize this enterprise in a liberal and gene- 
rous spirit ? Will you improve the present opportunity, which 
may never s^ain occur ; aikd disregarding the vain and de- 
lusive idea that at some future time your subterranean 
treasures may, without your co-operation, start into objects 
of great value, will you afford fair scope to diis effort for 
the joint benefit of the projectors and yourselves, content to 
recrive jrour reward in the augmented value of youT estates, 
and the increased prosperity of your whole community ? If 
you act thus, diis enterprise, with the blessing of Providence, 
cannot fail to succeed, and you add youir posterity will have 
cause to rejoice. 

JVcw-PoH, R. I. April 12, 1S25. 
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